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(Drawing Club Approach)
Long-Term Yearly Overview
Our Drawing Club Curriculum Principles
Play-based, story-rich approach that combines drawing and writing so children experience joy, purpose and a sense of "magic" in mark-making.
Daily modelling of drawing and phonics-linked "writing codes" to build confidence from secret symbols to words and sentences.
Strong focus on making conversation (oracy & vocabulary), mark making (early writing), and mathematics connections within story play.
Freedom with guidance: independent exploration with targeted next steps so every child sees themselves as a writer.
Fortnightly structure (three writing lessons per week).
Day 1 – Vocabulary, Story Introduction and Drama
Mini Moment 1: Teach 3–4 rich, story-linked vocabulary words using actions/sound/gesture.
Mini Moment 2: Share the story with prediction and discussion prompts.
Mini Moment 3: Use drama to enact the story 
Day 2 – Character 
Revisit vocabulary with movement and retrieval.
Re-share story; invite oral retelling and sequencing.
Model drawing the character and extend "code writing"
Day 3 – Setting
Independent/practice session: children draw/write in books.
Small-group scaffolds target next steps (from marks → letters → words → captions → sentences).
Model drawing the setting and extend "code writing".
Adults capture evidence, misconceptions and plan next inputs.
Day 4 – 6 Adventure / Innovation
Revisit vocabulary and story language.
Model "Adventure Time": an imaginative story extension using drawing + writing codes.
Children draw/write their own innovations.

EYFS Writing Goals 
• Give meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint. 
• Begin to break the flow of speech into words. 
• Continue a rhyming string. 
• Hear and say the initial sound in words. 
• Segment sounds in simple words and blend them together. 
• Link sounds to letters, naming and sounding out the letters of the alphabet. 
• Use clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in sequence. 
• Write own name and other things such as labels and captions. 
• Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. 
Communication & Language (ELG): Our Drawing Club approach enables children to meet the ELGs for Listening, Attention and Understanding, and Speaking. Children develop the ability to listen actively, respond appropriately, ask questions, articulate ideas in full sentences, and use new vocabulary confidently through daily story-based conversation and drama. 
Physical Development – Fine Motor Skills (ELG): Children develop the fine-motor control needed to become confident writers. Daily drawing, code-writing, and mark-making activities strengthen grip, coordination, letter formation and use of small tools, supporting progress towards the ELGs for pencil control and accurate letter formation.
Progression of Writing Skills
Typical pathway (fluid and non-linear; children move at their cusp of confidence):
Lines & scribbles
Pre-writing shapes and patterns
Letter-like forms and letter formation
Sound-symbol links (phoneme–grapheme) and CVC words
Phrases/captions
Sentences and simple sequences
Transcriptional development is supported through daily phonics, fine- and gross-motor provision, and regular handwriting practice integrated into play.
Continuous Provision Links
Message Centre: Notepads, envelopes, tickets, clipboards; children "message" freely to give purpose to writing.
Creative Area: Drawing prompts, mark-making media, fine-motor tools, pattern trays.
Investigation/Construction: Story provocations; labels, plans, maps; number/shape "codes".
Reading Corner: Rotating core texts linked to weekly Drawing Club focus.
The 3 M’s focus across the provision: Making Conversation, Mark Making, Mathematics.

Weekly Text Cycle
A repeating 3-week pattern helps sustain variety and depth:
Week 1: Contemporary storybook
Week 2: Traditional tale or poetry
Week 3: Classic animation or short film


Example Texts
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