
Withdraw from RE 

Parental right to withdraw children from RE 

The RE curriculum at Richard Taylor Church of England Primary School is designed to 
teach children about all world faiths in an enriching and stimulating way. Our most 
recent SIAMS inspection commented that:  

‘Religious Education (RE) is well led and recognised as a valued subject within the school. 
Pupils meaningfully explore world religions and non-religious beliefs with curiosity and respect. 
The curriculum is carefully planned and sequenced and supports effective teaching and 
learning. Pupils enjoy RE and engage enthusiastically with their learning.’ 

If you have any questions regarding the teaching of RE we recommend that you speak to 
the Headteacher or subject leader who will happily answer any questions. 

Below is the legal position regarding parents rights to withdraw their child from RE 
lessons.  

The right of parents to withdraw their children from religious education (RE) lessons is 
set out in section 71(1) of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998. 

A parent of a student at an academy can request that their child is wholly or partly 
excused from: 

• Receiving RE given in the school in accordance with the school’s basic 
curriculum 

• Attendance at religious worship in the school. 

Parents who withdraw their child from all or part of the school’s RE curriculum do not 
have to provide a reason. The school must comply with their request, although a school 
should ensure parents or carers are informed of this right and are aware of the 
educational objectives and content of the RE syllabus. 

If students are withdrawn from RE, schools have a duty to supervise them, though not 
to provide additional teaching or to incur extra cost. Students will usually remain on 
school premises. Parents are not permitted to supervise their child during these 
lessons. 

The rules that apply to withdrawing students from RE lessons do not apply to 
other lessons that look at religion. Therefore, a student cannot be withdrawn from any 
National Curriculum subject, even if they teach about religion, other than RE or some 
aspects of sex and relationship education (RSE). 

If you think you would like to discuss withdrawing your child from RE lessons, please 
contact the school at admin@richardtaylor.ycst.co.uk  for the attention of the Head 
Teacher. 
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